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TONIGHT’S SPEAKER 
DAVE RENTON 


Dave Renton has been employed 
as the mosquitoes controller for the 
Bellarine area for the past eight 
years. This job entails seeking out 
mosquito breeding. sites and 
applying control measures. to 
reduce the mosquito population. 


During his time as mosquito 
controller, Dave has developed an 
extensive knowledge of mosquito 
breeding cycles, the effects ог 
weather patterns-on mosquitoes, 
uses of chemical апа biological 
measures, plus the main species of 
mosquito that are local pests. 


Аз well as working to control 
mosquitoes, Dave has modified the 
design of the equipment used to 
control infestations in the local 
wetlands. These modifications 
help to reduce the damage to 
wetland vegetation. 

О 


REEDY LAKE SURVEY 
... Trevor Pescott 


The next survey will be оп 
Thursday June 10. 


Meet as usual at the end of 
Fitzgerald’s Road off Melaluka 
Road, Leopold at 9.00 am. 
Tel: 5243 4368 
О 
INVITATION 
Opening of Geelong Environment 
Expo. 
Thursday June 3 
7.00 - 9.30 


All members of the Geelong 
Field Naturalists Club are 
invited to attend the opening 
of the Geelong Environment 
Expo at the Deakin 
University Woolstores 
Campus by the Hon. Marie 
Tehan at 7.30 pm. 


For details of the opening, 

please read the President's 
Report on page 3. 

Alison Watson 

О 
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CAMPOUT NOTICE 
June 12,13 & 14. 


Leader: Dave King, 5243 9136 


This Campout will be held а 
Terrick Terrick National Park, 60 
km north of Bendigo, and is known 
locally as Mitiamo Rock. From 
Bendigo take the Loddon Valley 
Highway to Eaglehawk. After 7km 
take road to Mitiamo via Raywood 
and Prairie. Entrance to the Park 
is 4km north of Mitiamo. Then take 
Cemetery Track to the picnic 
ground. 


The Park is Victoria's newest. It 
encompasses and protecis areas of 
native grasses that provide habitat 
for a notable population of Plains 
Wanderer and the largest Dunnart 
colony in Victoria. 


Victorias' largest stand of Native 
White Cypress Pine 15 located 
here. Casuarina and Box are 


dominant species, and other flora ` 


of note are Deanes Wattle, Shiny 
Correa, Swainson Peas, 
Stackhousia and several orchid 
species 


Fauna likely to be readily observed 
are kangaroo, Gilberts Whistler, 
Mallee Ringneck, Cockatiel, 
Diamond Firetail, Brown 
Treecreeper and Brolgas. The 
endangered Hooded Scaly-foot, a 
legless lizard, has been found here 
in recent times. The area is 
considered to be the southern-most 
limit of the lizard’s range. 


Water is not available, therefore 
campers must provide their own. 


Other facilities include toilets and 
fireplaces. Wood for fuel must be 
obtained from sources outside of 
the Park. No charge is made for 
camping. 


Those interested in participating, 
but not camping, might consider 
accommodation at Rochester 
Caravan Park (03) 54841622 or 
Kimbob Recreation Farm (03) 
54865252. 


К appears that the Murray Valley 
F.N.C. will also be camping at the 
Park, so there will be a chance to 
renew acquaintances. 

О 


EXCURSION NOTICE 


... Diana Primrose 


Werribee Open Range Zoo and 
Point Cook Coastal Park 


Leaders: Diana Primrose 
1811) and Rohan Bugg. 


(5250 


Transport: Small community bus 
(please put your names on the list 
tonight) and private cars. 


Cost: Zoo – $18 adults, $14 
concession, $10 children. 10% 
discount for 20 or more as a 
group — we can pay individually at 
ticket office. 


Program: 
8.45 am: Meet at 
Community Centre. 
9.00 am sharp: Depart 
9.40 am sharp: Meet at zoo ticket 
office. 
10.10 am sharp: Our ‘behind-the – 
scenes’ tour starts. A guide will 
take us along a habitat walking trail 
for approx. 1/2 hr (700 m). We are 
then taken on our tour ‘behind-the — 
scenes’ to the feed houses etc for 
approx 1 hour. 


Karingal 


On the completion of our guided 
tours there is free time to explore 
other walking trails, the display 
centre and the State Rose Garden 
as you wish. There is an additional 
charge for anyone wishing to enter 
the Werribee Mansion. 


We will lunch in the picnic area. 


2.00 pm: Depart for Point Cook 
Coastal Park where Rohan will 
show us the highlights of the area. 
4.15 (approx): Depart for Geelong. 
5.00 (approx): Arrive at Karingal. 


Note: Rain gear if weather looks 
inclement. BYO lunch if desired. 
Drinks/snacks from the zoo kiosk. 

О 


WHALE WATCHING 
Valda Dedman and Alison Watson 


The July excursion will be a whale- 
watching trip to Warrnambool. We 
will also explore other interesting 
areas along the way such as Tower 
Hill. We need ап indication of 
numbers tonight to know what size 
bus to book. 


О 
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KNOW YOUR JERRINGOT PLANTS 


by Valda Dedman 


69 North Valiey Road, Highton, 3216 


Pacific Azolla Azolla filiculoides 


In late summer this year the Jerringot reed beds were edged with a wide, bright, pink band. It was a living 
carpet of azolla - thousands upon thousands closely packed plants, millions upon millions of overlapping 
leaflets. 


Azolla is a floating fern that needs its roots hanging down in water to survive. The name comes from the 
Greek azo = dry and ollyo = to kill. Azolla filiculoides has long single roots, the other Australian species, 
A. pinnata, has feathery lateral rootlets as well. They grow in stationary and slow-moving water bodies. 
Pacific Azolla increases dramatically in the Barwon River when there is little flow, and at Jerringot when 
there has been no.run-off to break up the mats and flush them out. 


An Azolla plant is only about 2 cm in diameter. Each oblong-triangular leaflet on the pinnate frond consists 
of two lobes. The lower lobe is colourless and remains under the water; the upper one is pigmented and 
photosynthesises. Colour varies according to the season and conditions. Plants in the shade tend to be 
green; those exposed to sunlight become russet, pink or red. The fronds of A. filiculoides are overlapping, 
irregularly divided and sessile* and the tiny plants have a crinkled appearance. 


The fronds contain a blue green bacteria Anabaena azolla which fixes nitrogen. In Vietnam they are used 
as nitrogenous fertiliser. 


Spores are produced but the sporocarps are rarely seen and the plants usually reproduce by division as 
older plants break up. 


The thick carpets that sometimes build up can be a trap for the unwary, since they appear solid. They can 
also clog waterways and be sucked into outboard motors. However, at Jerringot, the massed carpet can be 
astonishingly beautiful, like interlocking snowflakes of green and pink and russet. 


Word for your plant dictionary 
*Sessile - Without a stalk 


Pacific Azolla 
Azolla filiculoides 


Valda’s ‘Out and About with Valda’ needed more space this month so she has her own centrefold on pages 8-9. 
Perhaps you will be ‘out and about’ to look for what she has found. — Ed. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


June 1999 


The count down to the 1999 
Environmental Expo at the Deakin 
Woolstores Campus has almost 
reached launching phase! The 
event promises to be an exciting 
and educational experience for the 
young people of Geelong as well as 
those from the community who 
come along to share the fun. 


Alison Watson and Dave King have 
been busy in coordinating the GFNC 
involvement, and many of our 
members have volunteered to come 
along to assist. Help is needed to 
set up оп the afternoon of 
Wednesday 2™ June and pack up 
on Tuesday 8" June. Displays and 
activities for the school children will 
be operating on Thursday, Friday 
and Monday. If you have a spare 
hour or can help for longer periods, 
contact Alison and she will let you 
know how you could help. 


All members are invited to attend 
the opening night on Thursday 3” 
June. The Minister, the Hon. Marie 
Tehan will officially open the event 
at 7:30, followed by the launch of 
the “Gardens are Going Bush” 
brochure and the “Indigenous Plants 
of Geelong Guide” by the Mayor. 
Three keynote speakers will then 


give their address; they are Dr 
Robert Vale оп sustainability 
architecture, John Landy оп 


Greening Australia and Diana 
Patterson who was a driving force in 
the production of the “Victoria's 
Biodiversity - Our Living Wealth” 
documents. 


There are also many activities 
planned for the World Environment 
Day on Saturday 5" of June. Most 
activities are free of charge, but 
some require bookings to be made. 
Check the program or look in copies 
of local newspapers. | hope а! 
members get a chance to attend the 
Expo to see what is happening. 


The ongoing saga of the proposed 
Water Sports Complex continues. | 
note with some surprise that the 
latest survey of Geelong residents 
still has a large percentage of those 
who have no direct opinion on the 
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matter or who do not know about the 
proposal... These groups make up 
half the surveyed population. The 
challenge to those who oppose the 
construction of a huge channel 
through the middle of Belmont 
Common is to bring the issue to the 
Geelong residents so that everyone 
is fully aware of the size and the 
effects of the proposal. Our club will 
again write to all councillors noting 
the many major environmental and 
economic. difficulties that the 
proposal will entail. 


Ade Foster has been hard at work 
setting up an extensive Website for 
the GFNC. This exciting initiative 
will enable people from all over the 
world to access information about 
the GFNC and read selected articles 
that have been published in the 
Naturalist. It is a very professional 
effort. Hopefully it will go on-line 
during the next month. 


Many notices are delivered to the 
GFNC each month. Donna Wood is 
trying to make sure any notices that 
may be of interest to members are 
placed on the noticeboard. There 
are usually lots of things happening 
during the break in our General 
meeting, but try to find time to have 
a look at the noticeboard. 


The latest GFNC program has been 
distributed. If you can pass on a 
copy to anyone who may be 
interested or to local community 
noticeboards, please take a few 
extra copies to help publicise our 
activities. 


A special plea has been broadcast 
by Margaret Cameron for people to 
assist in the Winter Wader Count as 
many of the usual counters will be 
away. Please let Margaret or Barry 
know if you are available during that 
weekend. 


О 


Having trouble with waders? 


A ‘giant spider’ story.. . 
...by Dennis Greenwell 


Someone came to visit me a few 
weeks ago, to see if | was,interested 
in seeing a “Queensland Bird-Eating 
Spider” which a friend had living in 
her garden. | was assured that it 
was at least 150 mm across, so, 
though a bit sceptical, | arranged 
with Frank Scheelings:to have a 
look the next day. 


Upon arrival at the Grovedale 
house, we were taken into the back 
garden and shown the spider in 
question. As we had suspected, it 
turned out to be a very large female 
Golden Orb Spider (Nephila), only 
about half the size that it was 
claimed, but nonetheless, a 
spectacularly beautiful creature. | 
was in the middle of its web which 
was over half a metre in diameter. 


After taking a few photos, we left 
empty handed, having dropped 
some none too subtle hints about 
how much better it would be for the 
spider if it were to be transferred to 
a real Australian Native Garden, 
such as Frank has. 


If anyone is interested in seeing one 
of these impressive spiders, 
Balyang Sanctuary and Eastern 
Park are two places where | have 
seen them in the past. It is also 
worth looking carefully for the very 
small (3-4 mm) Dew-drop Spider, 
Argyrodes antipodianus, a tiny and 
very beautiful spider which 
sometimes live commensally with 
Nephila. This spider has а shiny 
silver abdomen, but because of its 
size, it can only be truly appreciated 
with the aid of a low power 
microscope. 


О 


Don't we all? They are always on the other side of the pond mixed 
with other similar species while we stand in the wind with our eyes 


watering. 


Perhaps we can help you. Join us on either or both days of July 11/12 
for the Winter Wader Count. If you know very little about waders 
Margaret will send you out with a more experienced ‘birdo’ and you 
can carry the pencil while improving your recognition skills. 


Give Margaret а ring оп 5229 9792 AH. —Ed. 


BIRD GROUP REPORT 


... Barry Lingham 


April 27" 1999 


The April speaker was Martin O’Brien 
who spoke to us about the threats 
facing waterbirds in Victoria 


Martin began by noting the various 
categories of threatened water birds 
in Victoria. Some, such as the 
pelican, are numerically common but 
have a small number of breeding 
sites in the state which makes them 
susceptible to changes taking place 
at these sites. Other species face 
both declining populations and few 
breeding sites. 


To illustrate the problem, Martin 
showed the number of known 
Victorian breeding sites for the 
following water birds: 

e Pelican 8 sites 

e Great Egret 15 sites 

e Little Egret 2 sites 

e Intermediate Egret 2 sites 

e Pacific Gull 3 sites 


Some of these species have 
breeding strongholds in other states, 
but many have historically had many 
more Victorian breeding sites. It was 
also noted that many birds such as 
Egrets tend to nest at the same sites 
where they were raised as chicks, so 
the disappearance of some species 
from breeding sites means that these 
sites are unlikely to be recolonised 
even if the habitat is returned to the 
original condition. 


The freshwater wetland areas used 
by many waterbirds can be classified 
using the following criteria: 

• freshwater meadow < 0.3 m depth 
• shallow freshwater marsh < 0.5 т 

e deep freshwater marsh < 2m 


Many of the best breeding habitats 
are examples of freshwater marsh in 
the Red Gum forests along the 
Murray River. 


The analysis of 100 years of Murray 
River flow data clearly shows that the 
summer flow is now much higher as 
water is released from the three main 
dams on the River. Conversely, the 
winter/spring flow is much lower as 
the natural flood regime has been 
regulated by the dams. Large 
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wetlands such as the Barmah Forest 
our now only flooded during very wet 
years rather than on an annual basis. 


For species such as the egrets, the 
flooding must occur for а period 
greater than 5 months if they are to 
breed successfully. Breeding will not 
commence until the site has been 
flooded for several months. 


Many of Victoria’s wetlands were 
drained during the past three 
decades, mainly to produce arable 
farming lands. A large number of the 
swamps west of Lake Corangamite 
have been drained. 


In some areas, the swamps have 
been dammed. Іп this case, the 
permanent water eventually kills the 
Red Gums stranded in the dams. 
Birds such as cormorants may nest in 
the dead trees, but eventually the 
trees topple and cannot be used. 
Egrets only nest in living trees, so 
these types of sites become 
unsuitable breeding areas. 


The three species of egret that have 
traditionally bred in Victoria (ignoring 
the Cattle Egret which has only 
arrived in the past 40 years) have all 
suffered major declines in breeding 
populations. Estimated numbers are; 
Great Egret <200 breeding pairs 
Little Egret < 10 breeding pairs 
Intermediate E. < 50 breeding pairs 


Before the change in flood regime 
instigated by the damming of the 
Murray, there were records of many 
thousands of egrets breeding in the 
wetlands. Now, even in the rare 
times that the river does flood, the 
number of nesting birds is less’ than 
300 pairs. 


To improve the health of these 
wetlands, they must Бе supplied 
regularly with large quantities of 
water. Agricultural irrigation accounts 
for 98% of all water used from the 
Murray and there is strong pressure 
for the continuation of current supply 
to these farmers. When the DNRE 
has arranged for an environmental 
flow of water to the wetlands, they 
have been charged at commercial 
rates for the water used. This 
becomes a very expensive exercise. 


If the long term future of many of the 
threatened species of water birds is 
to be assured, several issues must be 
addressed. Old swamps can be 


easily restored by blocking the 
channels constructed to drain them. 
Many of the new generation of 
farmers are now reinstating wetlands 
on their properties. 


Water regimes must be regulated to 
allow sufficient flows to maintain the 
integrity of freshwater swamps. In the 
case of the Murray River, this will 
require a tri-state approach to total 
water management of the Murray 
catchment апа irrigation usage. 
Currently, less than 2% of the water 
falling in the catchment actually flows 
from the.mouth of the Murray. 


Overall, Martin gave us a picture of 
declining habitat that can still be 
recuperated if the economic and 
political will is provided. This window 
of opportunity is limited; if we delay 
too long, many species will disappear 
from Victoria. 


Next Month ( June 15" ) 


David Geering will speak to us on the 
Regent Honeyeater, one of Victoria’s 
threatened species. 


Note: As from June 1999, the Bird 
Group will meet on the third 
Tuesday of the month 

О 


Travelling north 2 


Members who remain non- 
financial at the end of the July 
meeting will not receive the 
Geelong Naturalist until their 
subscription is renewed. 


If you are likely to be away or 
otherwise occupied during the 
next month or so, you might 
care to renew your subscription 
beforehand. You are then 
assured of every copy.—Ed. 


О 
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THE FAMILY GALAXIIDAE 


by Dennis Greenwell 


Е 


This family comprises 36 to 40 species restricted to the Southern Hemisphere including South America. 
(4), South Africa (1), New Zealand (13), New Caledonia (1) and Southern Australia (21). Tasmania has 
the greatest diversity with.15 species, including 10 endemics. 


These are small predatory fish normally found in fresh water, with the largest being only around 200 mm, 
but generally between 80 and 150 mm in length. Features include an elongated, scaleless body with a 
lateral line present. The dorsal and ventral fins are set well back. The dorsal is soft rayed and there is no 
adipose fin. Pelvic fins are centrally located with seven rays. A membrane sometimes extends from the 
caudal fin onto the upper and lower caudal peduncle. 


Six species are diadromous, spending up to six months at sea. Specimens have been recorded 700 km 
offshore. The rest live in fresh water throughout their lives. 


The most widely distributed is what is popularly called the Common Jollytail or Spotted Minnow, Galaxias 
maculatus found in mainland Australia and Tasmania. This same species is also recorded from New 
Zealand and the Chatham Islands, Chile, Argentina, Tierra del Fuego and the Falkland Islands. 


They have two distinct life histories, depending on whether the population is living in waters that are open 
to the sea, or from landlocked lakes. 


In those situations where there is access to the sea, the adults make their way downstream on a new or full 
moon in the autumn. Spawning takes place en masse on vegetation of estuary margins during high spring 
tides, the eggs being scattered haphazardly over the substrate. The eggs remain stranded out of the water 
until the next spring tide 2 weeks later. During this time the high humidity and constant temperature allow 
the eggs to develop. 


When the eggs become inundated at the next spring tide, they hatch and the young fry are carried out to 
sea. The young remain at sea during the winter and when about 50 mm long, move into the estuaries and 
up into fresh water in the spring. Next autumn at 12 months of age, the now mature fish once again move 
downstream to breed. 


Landlocked populations such as we have at Lake Modewarre, have a different life history. Here, it is in 
June that the adults begin a migration up feeder streams that flow into the lake in order to breed. During 
the months of July to October the adults spawn, scattering their eggs over the grass of flooded stream 
banks. When the water subsides, the eggs are left stranded, but continue their development for between 2 
weeks and a month whereupon, hopefully, there are more winter or spring rains which allow the eggs to 
hatch and the young to swim off to the next stage of their development. 


This species has a wide salinity tolerance, being able to withstand being transferred from freshwater to 
seawater without suffering any apparent ill effects. In the wild this species has been recorded from waters 
having salinity levels from 1,000 to 49,000 ppm. (Seawater is around 35,000 ppm.) 


References 


John R. Merrick and Gunther E. Schmida, Australian Freshwater Fishes (Biology and Management) 
Dr. Gerald R. Allen, Freshwater Fishes of Australia. 
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A CARPENTER BEE 


FROM THE OCEAN GROVE NATURE RESERVE 
by Dave King 


SRR RR a RRR RRR RRR RRR RE RR 


Unit 216/86 Church Street, Grovedale, 3216 


Introduction 

The latest batch of specimens collected from pit-fall traps set in the O.G.N.R., as part of the ongoing 
invertebrate survey, included a specimen of Carpenter Bee. This, to date, is the first such specimen 
collected during the current survey, and therefore is of some interest. It is of the Order Hymenoptera, 
and identified as belonging to the Family Xylocopidae, genus Lestis. 


This genus contains two species L. bombylans and L. aerata (Tillyard, 1926), all confined to Eastern 
Australia, the former from Queensland and latter from N.S.W. and Victoria.. The writer has no type 
specimen to positively determine the actual species, so can only conjecture that the subject specimen is 
L.aerata. 


Description 

This stout bodied bee is covered entirely in relatively long hairs. In particular the legs are very hairy, the 
rear tibia and basitarsus with a dense brush of hair for pollen gathering. The basitarsus is notably robust. 
The bee has a long slender tongue. Wings are covered in microtrichia (minute hairs) giving them a 
semi-opaque appearance. Wing venation, a very good diagnostic feature, is indicative of the 
Xylocopidae. The radial cell of the forewing is particularly long and narrow, with three sub-marginal cells, 
the first two closed and the third open. Rear wings have a long narrow cell extending for two thirds the 
wing length. 


The gaster (abdomen) is black with lighter bands separating the segments. The second segment is 
slightly suffused with a yellow pigment. Long hairs on the thorax are a light colour, almost a pale fawn. 
Much of the hair on the legs are very pale, ranging from golden to light red. 


Three conspicuous ocelli are placed high on the head, and the eye extends but a little beyond half way 
down the head. From the front of the head the clypeus does not protrude noticeably, below which are a 
pair of powerful mandibles. 


Natural History 

These bees excavate a burrow in stalks or in wood. Particularly favoured is the stalk of the flower head 
of the Grass Tree (Xanthorrhoea), of which, in the O.G.N.R. there are a great many. In the burrow, 
chambers or closed cells are formed, each stocked with a ball of pollen (bee bread), upon which the egg 
is laid, affording the resulting grub sufficient sustenance for it to reach maturity and pupate. 


References ; | : <9 
Chapman, R.F. (1975), The Insects, Structure & Function, English University Press, London. 


McKeown, К.С. (1942), Australian Insects, R.Z.S. of N.S.W., Sydney. 
Riek, Е.Е. (1970), in The Insects of Australia, C.S.1.R.O., Melbourne University Press, Melbourne. 


Tillyard, R.J. (1926), The Insects of Australia & N.Z., Angus & Robertson, Sydney. 
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EXCURSION REPORT 


... Ade Foster 


Wombat State Forest - 16/5/99 


Thirteen members braved a crisp 
morning and fresh breeze to 
venture into Wombat State Forest 
for the May excursion. First stop 
was the picnic ground on the 
shores of Lake Merrimu, just out of 
Bacchus Marsh for morning tea. 
The lake is very low, and the 
phrase ‘on the shores’ uses a little 
artistic licence, the actual shore 
being some two hundred metres 
from the high water mark. A large, 
noisy flock of White-naped 
Honeyeaters flew through as we sat 
watching a pair of Wedge-tailed 
Eagles soaring the ridge to the 
south. 


Next stop was on Bluegum Track 
via Carrols Lane and О'Впеп'5 
Track for a walk til lunch time. The 
bush here is quite open, mainly 
messmate, Eucalyptus obliqua and 
peppermint, Е. radiata, with an 


June 1999. 


Radial cell 


understory of Narrow-leafed 
Wattle, Acacia mucronata and 
Hakea serecea. The ground is a 
carpet of lovely soft, curly Poa 
grasses interspersed with Common 
Heath, Ерасгіѕ impressa, 
Cranberry Heath, Astroloma 
hunifusum and Correa reflexa 

Although we had seen quite heavy 
rain the previous couple of days, 
only the surface of the ground was 
damp and underneath was quite 


dry. 


There was ample evidence of 
wombats, (as could be expected 
given the name of the forest), and 
their characteristic square shaped 
droppings were often seen. A large 
hollow log was investigated, and 
the scrabbling and grunting 
emanating from it suggested that a 
wombat was at home. 


Fungi were just beginning to make 
an appearance and some пісе 
specimens were uncovered. A 
search under logs and in the leaf 
litter revealed some very пісе 
mygalomorph spiders, a large and 
spiky cockroach, a beautiful red 


velvet mite, and an assassin bug 


(order) 


Carpenter Bee, Lestis sp. 


Lunch was planned to be at 
О'Впеп'5 Crossing, but, it seemed 
half of Melbourne had the same 
idea, so our stop was a brief one 
near the toilets and we moved on 
to a picnic area at the top of the 
ridge for a much needed sandwich 
and wide ranging discussion. 


The party split up for the return to 
Geelong, and the very grave state 
of our water supplies was brought 
home to us. We visited Pike’s 
Creek Reservoir which is also very 
low, and completely devoid of 
water birds, while Dennis returned 
via Ballan and the Stony Creek 
water storages, one of which is 
completely dry. 


Astrolama 
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OUT AND ABOUT WITH VALDA 


by Valda Dedman 


69 North Valley Road, Highton, 3216. 


Casemoths, Birdbaths, Darebin Wetlands, Special Weeks, Inky Caps, Greenhoods, And... 


Michael, aged five, presented me at breakfast with a lictor case 
moth from his Altona garden. | did not know this species till | came 
to Geelong. When | was young, at my grandmother's in Brunswick, 
we only knew the Saunders casemoth, which lives in a long bag, 
sparsely decorated with bits of twig. The lictors home is a neat 
construction; attached to its silken cylinder is a tightly packed 
circular fence made up of little sticks up to 60 cm long. | have seen 
hundreds of these case moths on the lignum plants at Reedy Lake. 


The lictor was a Roman official who carried a bundle of rods bound 
about an axe with a protruding head, as he accompanied the 
magistrate on his rounds. It was a symbol of authority and later 
adopted as the symbol of Italian fascism. 


Lictor Case Moth 


Casemoths are inoffensive little creatures. 
The female leads a very boring life, never 
leaving home even after pupating. In fact 
she doesn’t even grow wings. She just 
stays in her bag and sends out scent 
signals to attract the winged male for 
mating, then lays her eggs and dies. 


| found a different. casemoth at Mt Ida 
Рога Reserve near Heathcote. The 
bottom of the case was decorated with 
horizontal twigs and the top half had a 
shawl of vertical pieces. The Visitors 
“Heathcote” Case Moth Centre at the Ocean Grove Nature 


Reserve һаѕ a display of casemoth 
species. 


The past few seasons have been unusually dry. It is important to provide water for the birds who visit our 
gardens. A friend of mine recently put a new bird bath in her Highton garden. In no time at all there were 
several Silvereyes, a Grey Fantail and an Eastern Spinebill using it together. It’s unusual for different 
species to tolerate such close proximity. Don’t forget to regularly check the water level. | have noticed that 
the blackbirds like to walk right into the water and splash vigorously so that about half the water is lost. 


| recently visited Darebin Creek with the Victorian Wetlands Trust and saw some fine man-made wetlands. 
Some of the Councils have a buy-back policy for land adjoining the creek. Darebin parklands were created 
on the site of a former municipal tip regarded as ‘safe‘. However, a very expensive treatment plant and 
system of wetlands has had to be put in place to filter out heavy metals that later leached into the system. 
There could be a very salutary lesson here for our own city council who want to dig up a former tip site on 
Belmont Common and flood it with a watersports channel. 


(Continued on page 9) 
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(Continued from page 8) 


It's possible to find a greenhood orchid in flower at any time. We 
discovered Tiny, Autumn and Tall Greenhoods on our U3A field trip to 
Steiglitz in mid-May. Greenhood flowers have a quaint charm, the hood 
often translucent or striped, the tongue (labellum) hidden, just peeping out 
or cheekily thrust forward, the sepals sticking up like ears above the hood 
or flopping below. The Brisbane Ranges, Ironbark Basin or Angahook are 
good places to look for these orchids. 


Lawyer’s Wigs or Shaggy Caps that | mentioned last month 
are regarded as gourmet food. Jim Willis compared them to 
the most tender chicken. You must not, however, take a 
glass of good red twelve hours before or after eating their 
cousin, the Inky Cap, Coprinus atramentarius, or you are 
likely to experience a reddening of the face, a rapid heart 
beat, anxiety, vomiting and diarrhoea. Inky Caps contain a 
chemical which has been used to treat alcoholism. Anyway, 
Coprinus species rapidly ‘autodigest’ and end up а black 
runny mess which does not appeal to me at all. 


Coprinus atramentarius 
Inky Cap 


Some local species that flower in the next few months are: 


Striped Pterostylis alata Filamentous ears point forward. 

Trim P. concinna. Erect flower, ears above hood, notched tongue just 
visible. 

Mentone P. x toveyana Cross between Striped & Trim. Restricted distribution, found in Brisbane 
Ranges. 

Autumn P. revoluta Flower leans forward, long filamentous tips to hood and sepals, long, narrow 
tongue pokes out. 

Nodding Р. nutans Looks down at the ground, may form large colonies. 

Banded P. sanguinea Several flowers on stalk. Lateral sepals point down. 

Tiny P. parviflora Flowers smaller than a pea, topheavy, shiny. 

Tall P. longifolia Leaves along stem which has several flowers. Pointed sepals hang below 

Р. smaragdyna Like Tall, but larger flowers, tongue becoming wider at tip. Localised distribution, but 
found in Brisbane Ranges. 

Dwarf P. nana Sepals above hood, tongue not visible. 

Brittle P. truncata Large rounded flower, short stalk. You Yangs. 


Greenhood 


May 11-16 was Wildflower Week in USA, Arbor Week here. 
Trees were planted at Lara and at Westgate Park. 


And...Golden Whistlers passing through, Pink, white and red Common Heath lighting up the roadsides on 
the way to Anglesea (does the colour depend on the time of year, the soil or the plant's genes?), 
Mistletoebirds near the river at Fyansford, Sweet Wattle beginning to bloom, Bogong Moths on the carpet. 


О 
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GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. A0013708R 
TREASURER’S REPORT 1998 - 1999 


Ray Baverstock 
Hon. Treasurer 


This year there was a slight decline in membership. Although we welcomed 27 new members, there were 5 
resignations and 22 members did not renew their subscriptions. 


Although the Club showed an overall surplus of $1,615 this was mainly due to a bequest of $1,000 from the 
estate of one of our former members. 


Income: 

Our main source of income was subscriptions totalling $4,821, compared to $4,700 last year. 

Grants of $3,050 were received during the year. 

These were $1,750 from the Corangamite Catchment Management Authority; $500 from The City of Greater 
Geelong for the Snipefest; and $800 from the Department of Natural Resources & Environment for the Botanic 
Guardians Project. 

We thank all these organisations for their support and also our Plant Group who carried out the survey for the 
Botanic Guardians Project. 

Bank Interest received from the ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus A/c was $467.62 compared to $549.93 received 
last year. 


Expenditure: 

The main items of expenditure were $1,980 for the printing of the Geelong Naturalist, Postage $713.88, Hall 
Rental $820, and Insurance premiums of $739.50. 

The cost of $1,496 for the production of the new Jerringot Brochure was paid out of the grant from the 
Corangamite Catchment Management Authority. 

As part of our campaign to save the Belmont Common the Club agreed to share the cost of a poster with the 
Geelong Environment Council. Our share was $550. Sales of the poster have so far recovered $117 of this 
amount, and we had earlier received $100 from the Barwon Valley Golf Club. 

As a further service to our members, the Club now subscribes to a number of magazines, such as Australian 
Geographic, GEO and Nature Magazine. 

Subscriptions to other clubs and magazines totalled $627.75. 

A number of Club windcheaters were purchased costing $1,180. So far sales have amounted to $1,085. 
‘Snipefest’ expenses totalled $347.39, the balance to be used as funding for the next event. 


Capital Expenditure: 
The Committee has drawn up a capital expenditure budget which it is proposed will be spent over the next three 
years. Items suggested in order of priority include:- 


Plant Books (using proceeds from the Botanic Guardians Project) $2,200 


Bio-diversity Library books 500 
Microscope/Camera 1,500 
С.Р.$. 300 
Bird Group Hanzar Books 800 
Display Stands 500 

5 5,800 

The Committee has recommended that subscriptions rates for 1999/2000 remain as at present, патеју:- 

Supporting Members $37.00 
Ordinary Members 27.00 
Joint/Family Members 37.00 
Junior/Student (under 18) 6.00 
Corporate Members 32.00 
Subs. To Geelong Naturalist Only 22.00 


1998 Geelong Bird Report $4 ($5 if posted) 


Once again | express my thanks to all who have assisted me throughout the year, to the organisations providing 
grants and to those members who made donations. 
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Funds Balance at 28/2/98 


Funds Balance at 28/2/99 

General Account Balance 

ANZ Common Fund V2 Plus Account 
Surplus for year 


THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. A0013708R 
ANZ COMMON FUND V2 PLUS ACCOUNT 


RECEIPTS 

Bank Interest 467.42 
Transfer from General A/c ` 2,550.00 
Fund balance as at 28/2/99 10,962.01 


$13.979.43 


GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. A0013708R 
FUNDS STATEMENT FOR YEAR ENDED 28/2/99. 
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$14,180.57 


$ 5,567.91 
$10,228.10 $15,796.01 
$ 1,615.44 


PAYMENTS 

Bank Charges A3 
Transfer to General A/C 3,750.00 
Fund Balance as at 28/2/99 10,228.10 


$13.979.43 


AUDITOR 


The club accounts have been audited by the Honorary Auditor 


Mr David Brunton А.С1.5 ММЛА. 


STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES 
FOR THE GEELONG FIELD NATURALISTS CLUB INC. 
AS AT 28TH FEBRUARY 1999. 


1. Receipts relating to the period but not included in cash receipts. 0.00 
2. Payments relating to future periods which have been included in cash payments. 0.00 
3. Items purchased in prior financial years which are still being used by the club: 


Equipment Date Purchased 
Steel cupboards 1980 180.00 
Microscope 1981 315.00 
Telescope 1981 270.00 
Tripod & case 1981 43.20 
10 Elliott Type A mammal traps 1981 100.00 
Projector & screen 1983 807.57 
Desk lamp 1985 22.34 
Tripod 1986 75.00 
Electric urn 1986 67.34 
Overhead projector 1987 10.00 
Sound system 1987 379.90 
Furniture & fittings — Library 1989/90 362.00 
Sundry equipment 1989/90 128.00 
Furniture — chairs 1990 107.00 
Library books (at valuation) 1969-98 5,191.00 
Sundry equipment 1992 18.90 
Chairs 1993 287.00 
Display panels 1993 196.00 
Chairs 1993 143.50 
Screen 1993 30.00 
250 shares in Timboon Bushland Co-op. 1996/7 250.00 
Display panel at Jerringot 1997 800.00 
Laser printer 1997 850.00 
$10,633.75 
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BIO-DIVERSITY NOTES 
... Dennis Greenwell 


At the last meeting of the Bio-diversity meeting, Graham Lewis gave us a brief talk on the field studies that 
he had undertaken in South Australia with different methods for collecting Arthropods in two adjoining 
patches of scrub during a two week period last year. He used a variety of sampling methods including 
pitfall traps and yellow pans of different sizes, sweep netting and Malaise traps. It was interesting to 
compare the different species obtained by each of these methods, as was the distinct segregation of some 
species between each of the two sites, one being low shrubland and the other closed scrub. There was, 
however a combined species overlap of 36%. 


Graham went on to say that there needs to be standardisation in collecting methods in order for any data 
collected to have any real significance, but as yet no protocol existed. It was important that the same 
significance was attached to invertebrates, as the more popular species, if a true value of the Bio-diversity 
of an area could be obtained. 


The main subject for the evening was fungi. This has been a favourite subject in the past at this time of 
year, with the abundance of varieties that can generally be found. However, on this occasion several 
members of the group had made quite careful searches of different areas with only minimal results and it 
was some relief that Ade arrived almost staggering under the’ weight of the specimens that he had 
obtained along the Wal Whiteside Walk on the banks of the Barwon. Jenny too, had prepared some very 
good spore prints from the half dozen or so species that she found in four hours’ searching last Sunday in 
the Ironbark Basin. For those who аге unfamiliar with this process, the stipe (stalk) is removed and the 
fruiting body (toadstool) is left, face down on a sheet of paper and undisturbed for a few days. After this 
time, it is removed and a pattern of spores is left behind. This can prove to be a valuable tool in the 
identification of many species. 


As usual, our interest was not solely in the main subject. We were side tracked first by the springtails and 
mites that were living in the gills of the fruiting bodies. Then we began checking through the particles of 
topsoil that had been brought in with the specimens and found spiders, slaters, worms and many more 
besides. These all provided us with plenty of subject matter for microscopic examination, together with the 
Assassin Bug that Ade had collected on our last Club excursion to the Wombat State Forest a fortnight 
ago. 


CHANGES TO OUR CALENDAR 


Everyone should now have a copy of the 1999-2000 programme, but it’s still worth mentioning that the 
Biodiversity Group’s meeting nights have changed. It may sound a little confusing but here’s how it will 
work. 


As you all know, the General Meeting is held on the first Tuesday of the month, no problem there. The 
Sunday following the General Meeting is the Bio-diversity excursion, so far so good. The Wednesday 
following this excursion will now be our meeting night. This will enable us to discuss and examine any of 
the things that were collected on the excursion and will give us and our long suffering editor a little more 
time to get the articles written for the magazine. Below Гуе given the details for June. 


The next Biodiversity Excursion will be on Sunday 6" June. We shall be ‘ponding’ which allows us to be 
kids again and is always popular. At this stage we haven't decided upon exactly where мете going, but 
Ade, Frank and myself will be checking out a few places beforehand . We'll meet at Karingal at 8.45 a.m. 
and decide exactly where we'll be going then and leave at 9.00 a.m. Anyone wishing to know on the 
morning where we're off to, ог is running late, can contact us оп 0409 723 022. 


The next meeting of the Bio-diversity Group will be on the following Wednesday 9" June at 8.00 p.m. 
and the subject will be Aquatic Life. 


Our July excursion will be to Colac, to view an extensive butterfly collection, and then to some local 
areas of interest. Our July meeting will focus on Lepidoptera. 

О 
Ade’s Website of the month :- www.zip.com.au/~palliser 


Tony Palliser’s Pelagic Seabirding Homepage . 
A great site with lots of information and beautiful photos of Australia’s pelagic seabirds. 
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PLANT GROUP REPORT 


... Joe Hubbard 


Plant Group meetings are often a 
Pandora’s Box but unlike her box 
mostly good things emerge! 

First out was Eriochilus. Now that 
means hairy lip and who or what has 
a hairy lip? Well, the lovely little 
parson’s Bands orchid, Eriochilus 
cucullatus with its pink or white 
flowers, has а hairy labellum. 
Sounds dreadful doesn’t it, but it’s 
only a modified petal! It has been 
given that botanical name because 
of this particular feature and helps 
with identification. 


Valda Dedman told us that Matthew 
Flinders’ party collected specimens 
of these from Port Phillip, 26 April-3 
May, 1802 and taking into account 
their explorations took in the You 
Yangs, then maybe, just maybe, the 
ones | admired in April 1999 could 
be the descendants of the ones 
collected by Flinders. Га like that! 


Now you have to look very carefully 
at a Sheoke, (1 keep wanting to write 
‘oak’), to see the leaves, in fact 
you'll need a magnifier. There they 
are, tiny whorls of spiky leaves, 
encircling the branchlets at their 
joints (nodes) and looking like 
minute coronets. Allocasuarina 
(Sheokes) get their name because 
their branchlets, particularly those of 
the Drooping Sheoke A.verticillata 
reminded one of the feathers of the 
cassowary, the Latin for which being 
casuarius. 


Of course you know that Eucalyptus 
means ‘well covered’ and that the 
Messmate Stringybark E.obliqua, 
was the first gum described and this 
was done by a French botanist who 
was assassinated in 1800. Good 
stories abound in the world of plant 
names! 


The Wonga Vine Pandorea 
pandorana, a native climber and 
garden specimen was named after 
the mythological Pandora but why is 
not clear. After it ramped all over 
our garden | reckon | could explain 
the connection! 


Various suggestions have been 
made as to why it should have this 
botanical name. These include 
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Pandora’s beauty (the flowers are 
lovely), the fruit reminding the 
naming botanist of her box, or the 
plague of insects on Norfolk Island 
from which the type specimen was 
collected. 


And Pandora? According to Greek 
mythology she was the first mortal 
woman on earth. With her was box 
not to be opened. Of course, she did 
and released all the evils onto the 
world. 


Next meeting: Arid Area Plants with 


the emphasis on local Saltbushes. 
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LIBRARY NOTES 


... Betty Moore 


Angair Inc. Newsletter May 1999 
“Get to know our tracks” is set in the 
Otway Ranges near Forrest and 
features Lake Elizabeth. There are 
two walks - one a complete circuit of 
the lake, about 11-12 km. and a 
shorter one of 6-7 km. 


Flower of the month is the Cushion 
Bush; Orchid of the Month, the 
Maroonhood; Bird of the month, 
Gang Gang Cockatoo; and Marine 
Creature, Green Algae and 
Seaweeds. Descriptions and notes 
on all of these are given together 
with the usual flora and fauna 
reports. Some members may not 
be familiar with this very interesting 
newsletter. Our club receives each 
monthly edition and anyone who, so 
wishes may see it in the library. 


Habitat April 1999 — “Growing 
Demand — The Future in Organics” 
by Jason Alexandra and Scott 
Kinnear. There are ever increasing 
worldwide warnings and alarms on 
the effects of agro-chemical usage. 
Growth in the organic sector in 
Australia is estimated at 15-25% per 
annum and there are growing 
numbers of successful farmers 
practising organic agriculture. “Yet 
considering its market prospects and 
environmental performance there is 
clear justification for greater 
recognition from Australian 
governments.” 


Other articles discuss the threats to 
coral reefs, significant adverse 


environmental impacts of the tax 
package and various state 
governments situations in regard to 
the timber industry, as well as many 
other environmental points of 
interest. 


Mangroves in New South Wales 
and Victoria by Christopher Harty. 
Chris was our guest speaker at the 
last meeting and gave a very 
interesting talk on these plants. His 
book is in the library and available 
for loan to those members inspired 
to delve further into these important 
coastal habitat members which are 
only just, after 200 years, becoming 
appreciated by white people. 


In his forward Paul Adam, Associate 
Professor, University of New South 
Wales, sums up — “Chris Harty has 
provided ап account which 
introduces the diversity, mysteries 
and values of temperate mangroves 
and | hope will persuade even the 
most sceptical of readers of the 
need for preservation of these 
remarkable ecosystems.” 


Flow — Issues 1, April 1999 

Another interesting Newsletter which 
we now have in the library. 
Environment Victoria's 
StreamFLOW network was 
launched last October with a series 
of regional seminars around the 
State. Subjects for discussion were 
river ecology, environmental flows, 
water allocation and water trading. 
Each group focused on a local river. 


This interesting issue gives a brief 
summary of workshop sessions. 
One held at Ballarat focused on the 
Barwon River. 


Other areas reported upon are 
Sale – the Thompson and Mitchell 
Rivers and Seymour — the Broken 
River. 


The development of Streamflow 
Management Plans has been 
underway for some time for the 
Moorabool River. 


Missing Book — For some 


months Mary Е  White’s 
“Australia Fossils” has been 
missing from the bookshelves. 
No card has been filled in for it 
and it would Бе greatly 
appreciated if this book could 
be returned please. 
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OBSERVATION REPORTS -- compiled by Barry Lingham. 


Observations were submitted by John Bottomley (JB), Jocelyn Calvert (JCa), Peter Bright (PB), Rohan 
Bugg (RBu), Margaret Cameron (MAC), Gordon McCarthy (GMc), Craig Morley (CMo), Robert Preston 
(RP), Margaret Wadsworth (MW). Graeme Tribe (GT), Valda Dedman (VWD), Barry Lingham (BL), Joe 
Hubbard (JH), | 


Peter Bright and the ВЕШ ВОСА group saw a range of duck at ће Portarlington Treatment Works, but the 
total of 16 Blue-billed duck is very unusual as this bird is very uncommon normally. Another unusually 
large flock of birds were the 98 Cape Barren Geese seen at Lake Martin (near L. Corangamite) and the 54 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill at Serendip. Perhaps the dry weather has led to congregations of water birds prior 
to the wet spell of the last few weeks. 


Gordon's record of 11 Hooded Plover at Lake Murtnaghurt (near Thirteenth Beach) is also an unusually 
large flock. These birds often congregate during the autumn. It is great to see that last year was a 
successful breeding season for the ‘Hoodies’. 


Autumn is the time that the Grey Goshawks move back in to the Geelong and Bellarine area. We have 
had records of the white morph birds many times over the years but very few of the grey morph bird as 
seen at the Ocean Grove Nature Reserve by Peter Bright. 


The flowering lronbarks in several places around the Geelong area have attracted large numbers of 
honeyeaters which are feeding from the nectar. Despite the availability of nectar, none of the people at 
the meeting reported any Swift Parrots. Perhaps they are further north. 


Painted Button Quail 2 7-May-99 DeMotts Road, Anakie. Seen by neighbour in previous week. 
Still present 22/5/99 i JB, JC 
Cape Barren Goose 98 3-Apr-99 Lake Martin PB 
Australasian Shoveler 92 29-Mar-99 Portarlington treatment works PB 
Pink-eared Duck 12 29-Mar-99 Portarlington treatment works PB 
Hardhead 40 29-Mar-99 Portarlington treatment works PB 
Blue-billed Duck 16 29-Mar-99 Portarlington treatment works PB 
Musk Duck 6 29-Mar-99 Portarlington treatment works PB 
Cattle Egret 65 13-May-99 Werribee. Bungey's Hole. RBu 
10+ 21-May-99 Ballan Road north of Grants Road. JB, JC 
Australasian Bittern 2 22-May-99 Reedy Lake MAC 
Yellow-billed Spoonbill 54 20-Apr-99 Serendip PB 
Banded Lapwing 19 17-Apr-99 Avalon PB 
6+ 24-May-99 Black Rock Road and Bluestone School Road PB 
18 17-Apr-99 Balliang East RBu 
Hooded Plover 11 16-May-99 Lake Murtnagurt. Included five immatures GMc 
Double-banded Plover 50 16-May-99 Lake Murtnagurt. GMc 
Red-capped Plover 50 16-May-99 Lake Murtnagurt. GMc 
Whistling Kite 8 3-Apr-99 Stonehaven. Seen together with four Wedge-tailed Eagles PB 
Wedge-tailed Eagle 4 3-Apr-99 Stonehaven. Seen together with eight Whistling Kites PB 
1 18-May-99 Little River. Also on 20/5/99 RBu 
Grey Goshawk 1 4-May-99 Ocean Grove Nature Reserve. Grey morph. PB 
1 15-May-99 Anglesea. White morph PB 
Black Falcon 1 11-May-99 Little River. Edgars Road. RBu 
Australian Hobby 1 4-May-99 Eastern Park CMo 
Australian Kestrel 1 28-Apr-99 Corner of Moorabool and McKillop Streets RP 
Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 6 28-Apr-99 Newcomb. Flying East MWa 
2 18-May-99 Highton VWD 
15 17-Mar-99 Belmont RP 
25+ 19-Mar-99 Belmont RP 
1 23-Mar-99 Belmont RP 
13 25-Mar-99 Belmont БР 
12 28-Mar-99 Belmont RP 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Yellow-tailed Black-Cockatoo 


Gang-gang Cockatoo 


Galah 

Rainbow Lorikeet 

Musk Lorikeet 

Fan-tailed Cuckoo 
Southern Boobook 
Southern Emu-wren 
Spotted Pardalote 
Rufous Bristlebird 
White-browed Scrubwren 
Yellow-rumped Thornbill 
Red Wattle Bird 

Little Wattle Bird 
Spiny-cheeked Honeyeater 
Yellow-faced Honeyeater 
White-naped Honeyeater 


New Holland Honeyeater 
Flame Robin 

Golden Whistler 
Restless Flycatcher 
Magpie Lark 


Grey Butcher Bird 
Pied Currawong 
Tree Sparrow 
Zebra Finch 
Mistletoe Bird 
Silvereye 

Bassian Thrush 


4 18-Apr-99 


70+ 5-May-99 
2 10-May-99 
50+ 18-Apr-99 
84 4-May-99 
11 7-Apr-99 
25 5-Apr-99 
40+ 13-May-99 


1 29-Маг-99 
2 27-Арг-99 
4-Мау-99 
30 2-Мау-99 
10 2-Мау-99 
24 24-Маг-99 


1 1-Мау-99 
1 1-Мау-99 
1 15-Мау-99 
2 24-Sep-99 
2 22-May-99 
1 17-May-99 
5 9-May-99 


200+ 22-May-99 
5+ 22-May-99 
1 1-Мау-99 
100+ 1-Мау-99 
20 4-Мау-99 
100+ 22-May-99 
1000+ 22-May-99 
5 20-May-99 
2 7-Мау-99 
1 17-Арг-99 
12-Мау-99 


7-Мау-99 
18-Арг-99 
3-May-99 
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Belmont 
Belmont 
Belmont 
Eastern Park, Geelong 
Whittington: Flying South. 
East Geelong 
Drysdale 
Wallington 
Belmont 
Geelong West 
Geelong West 
Newcomb 
Belmont 
Belmont 
Pollocksford 
You Yangs. Stockyard area. 
Anglesea 
Grovedale 
Moggs Creek 
Jerringot 
Newtown. Also 24/5/99 
Moggs Creek 
Moggs Creek 
You Yangs. Stockyard area. 
Newtown. Flying westawrds to river. 
Newcomb. Large numbers also seen on 8/5/99 
Moggs Creek 
Moggs Creek 
Cobbledicks Ford Reserve 
Newtown. Heard 15/5/99 and 24/5/99 
Werribee treatment plant 
Corner of Midland Highway and Ballan Road. 
Perched on wires and on ground 
Ocean Grove 
Belmont. Also seen 11/5/99 and 24/5/99 


Newtown. Never observed before in Upper Skene Street. 


Mt Cottrell 

Newtown. Also 15/5/99 

Botanic Gardens. Possibly many more. 
Ironbark Basin 


MEETING CHANGES THIS MONTH 


Please remember that the Bird and Bio-diversity Group meetings 
change as from this month. 


The Bird Group will meet on the THIRD Tuesday of the month. 


The Bio-diversity Group will meet on the Wednesday after the 
excursion on the first Sunday of the month. 


О 


GFNC OFFICE BEARERS (1999-2000) 


President : Barry Lingham 5255 4291 – lingham.barry.k@edumail.vic.gov.au 
Vice-President Vacant _ 
Secretary Vacant- 
Treasurer _ Ray Baverstock 5243 7025 
Minute Secretary Donna Wood 52212956 
Immediate Past President Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Committee Member Ade Foster 5243 9478 adenpeny@netlink.com.au 
е Diana Primrose 5250 1811 
: Е Graeme Tribe 5255 2302 
б k Alison Watson 5229 3488 pwatson@ne.com.au 
А н Vacant 
3 ; Vacant 
ji у Vacant 
Honorary Librarian Betty Moore 5288 7220 
Editor Alban Lloyd-Jones 5243 3704 


SPECIAL INTEREST GROUP CONVENERS and GEELONG BIRD REPORT EDITOR 


Bio-diversity Group Dennis Greenwell 5243 7047 
Bird Group Barry Lingham 5255 4291 
Plant Group Dick Southcombe 5243 3916 
Geelong Bird Report Marilyn Hewish (Pri) 03 5367 3196 (Bus) 03 9344 5715 


DISCLAIMER 


Responsibility for the accuracy of information and opinions expressed in this magazine 
rests with the author of the article. ‘Geelong Naturalist’ may be quoted without 
permission provided that acknowledgment of the club and the author is made. 


Geelong Field Naturalists Club Inc. 


ROSTERS 
LIBRARY SUPPER MAILING 


Valerie Lloyd-Jones Noreen Arthur Roma Connors 
Edna Harrison 


Lorraine Preston Polly Cutcliffe Bev Morwood 
Mary Hamilton 


Meetings start at 8.00 pm at: 
Karingal Community Centre, Corner McKillop and Humble Streets, East Geelong. 
Use the Humble Street entrance. 
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